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The Moroccan Advisory Council on Human Rights organized this International Seminar in
cooperation with Handicap International, on the occasion of the 60" anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and. The results of this Seminar are published with
the support of Handicap International thanks to a financial sponsorship by the French
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs.
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de la Déclaration Universelle des Droits de 'Homme. Les travaux de ce Séminaire sont
publiés avec l'appui de Handicap International, grace au financement du Ministere des
Affaires Etrangeres et Européennes de la République Frangaise.

(CTP) Imp. El Maarif Al Jadida -Rabat/2010



TABLE OF CONTENTS

English

ConceptPaper ........ .. .. 5
Statement by the representative of Handicap International JEAN-MARC
BOIVIN, the Head of Advocacy and Political Action at Handicap Internation 8

Panel I : Standard Provisions of the Convention ................... 13

The UN action of the in the field of Disabilitiy, Mr. Jose DORIA, Secretary a.i.
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights ................................... 14

The role of NGOs and NHRIs in the adoption and implementation
of the Convention, Mr. David LANGTRY, Deputy Chief Commissioner,
Canadian Human Rights Commission ............ ... ... ... ... .... 21

Panel [l : Mechanisms of the Implementation of the Convention ...... 27

Implementation Mechanisms under the CRPD,

Mr. Mohammed AL-TARAWNEH, Chairman of the Committee
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ............................. 28

The Spanish Experience Concerning The Implementation of The Convention,
Ms. Ana Peliez NARVAEZ, ONCE International Relations Director

and member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities . .. 33
Agenda .. ... 37
Arabic

ConceptPaper ....... ... .. ... 5
Statement by Ahmed HERZENNI, the President of the Advisory Council

on Human Rights (CCDH) ........... ... ... ... . .. 10

Statement by His Excellency Abdelwahed RADI, the Minister of Justice ...13

Statement by Her Excellency Nouzha SKALLI, the Minister of Social
Development, Family and Solidarity .................................. 15
The rights of persons with disabilities in international human rights
instruments, Ms. Soumia Amrani, President of the PINOCCHIO Association 22
National legislations on persons with disabilities and the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Mr. Abdelmajid MAKNI, Agence
de Développement Social, Coordination régionale de Fes Boulemane ... ... 27

The Tunisian experience concerning the implementation of the Convention,
Mr. Lotfi Ben LALLAHOM, Director General of Institut de Promotion des
Handicapés and member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities ............ . 34



Morocco’s position towards the CRPD, Mr. Mohamed EL KHADIRI,
CCDH member . ...t

The Workshop Ireport ... ... .. ... . ... ... ..
The Workshop Il report ........ ... . ... . ...
General report ....... ...
Appendixes .. ...
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ...................

Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities . . ........ ... ..

French
ConceptPaper ........ .. ..

Statement by Her Excellency Nouzha SKALLI, the Minister of Social
Development, Family and Solidarity ..................................



CONCEPT PAPER

Following the letter addressed by His Majesty King Mohammed VI to the
Advisory Council on Human Rights (CCDH) on December 10, 2008, in
which the Sovereign announces, among other measures to strengthen
human rights, the ratification, by the Kingdom of Morocco, of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the CCDH organizes,
in collaboration with Handicap International, an international seminar for
an effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, on Ma y 14, 2009, at the CCDH
headquarters, Rabat, Morocco.

This initiative coincides with the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the UN General
Assembly on December 10, 1948, which represented a turning point in the
proclamation of human rights and a starting point of the universal and
effective respect for human rights.

However, after more than half a century, and despite the adoption of a set
of conventional and universal instruments, of a general scope meant for
human being as such, or of a specific scope meant for a particular group of
individuals, persons with disabilities are still discriminated against
throughout the world and remain marginalized and excluded from society.

This persistent situation pushed the international community to adopt a
binding instrument: The Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, which states, clearly and unequivocally, that the rights of
persons with disabilities are integral part of human rights. Also, the
Convention highlights that the basic principles of the inherent dignity,
individual autonomy, non-discrimination, full and effective participation
and respect for difference shall be observed.

In addition, it marks a break with the way disability is perceived, not as a
medical problem, but as a matter of human right and recognizes that social,
economic and cultural barriers and prejudices are themselves disabling
factors.

The Convention and its Protocol were adopted by the UN General
Assembly on December 13, 2006, and were opened for signature and
ratification on March 30, 2007. They entered into force on May 3, 2008.

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR : FOR AN EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON 5
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL Rabat, May 14, 2009



The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was elected on
November 3, 2008. It is composed initially of 12 independent experts and
will reach the maximum total of 18 members after 60 ratifications or
accessions.

Morocco was among the first countries to sign the Convention on March 30,
2007, expressing thus its commitment to protect and safeguard the rights of
persons with disabilities recognized by the Convention. It reiterated this
commitment on April 8, 2009, when it ratified the Convention and its
Optional Protocol.

The decision of His Majesty King Mohammed VI to ratify the Convention,
confirmed by the Royal letter addressed to the CCDH on December 10,
2008, constitutes a decisive step in consolidating the rights of those people
who have long been relegated to the margins of society.

The CCDH has worked, since its reorganization in 2001, towards respecting,
protecting and ensuring the rights of the persons with disabilities, both
nationally and internationally.

In this connection, the CCDH participated actively in drawing up the draft
Convention, and cooperate with the UN and its agencies as well as with
international and national bodies for the promotion of the Convention and
its Protocol.

Handicap International is a co-winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for its
actions for the abolition of anti-personnel mines, and one of the most active
NGOs worldwide for the promotion of the rights of these people. Having
been in Morocco since 1993, its contribution to the national effort to
mainstream persons with disabilities is greatly appreciated both by the
institutional stakeholders and civil society activists.

The CCDH and Handicap International joined each other to organize this
seminar, whose objectives are as follows:

1. The standard aspect of the Convention and its Protocol:

« Its origins and its added value compared to other instruments;
« Its principles and general obligations;
< The rights it guarantees and related areas;

< The role of the UN and its agencies, States, NGOs, NHRIs and
individuals vis-a-vis the Convention;

< The role of international cooperation to achieve its purpose and goals.
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2. Mechanisms for the implementation of the Convention and its
Protocol:

< Arrangements for its implementation at the national level, by the
introduction of concrete measures that allow for a real enjoyment of
human rights by this category;

< Taking into account the disability dimension in the development and
implementation of national policies, in a crosscutting manner;

< Mechanisms for guaranteeing following up and monitoring the
Convention and its Protocol:

¢ At thse national level, government coordinating body, independent
advisory body, state reports, individual petitions;

¢ At the international level: the Conference of States Parties, the
international monitoring committee, surveys and reports.

This seminar will be also an opportunity to objectively assess national
initiatives in favor of the rights of persons with disabilities in Morocco
compared with the standard provisions of the Convention and to propose
relevant recommendations in the field.

For the CCDH, this activity falls within the scope of a series of seminars,
which aim to promote the effective implementation of international human
rights instruments by Morocco, by facilitating the meeting and cooperation
of all stakeholders and encouraging the exchange of experiences and good
practices undertaken by different countries.

A group of international and national experts are invited to this seminar, to
be attended by all civil and political actors concerned as well as
representatives of the diplomatic corps, economic players and the national
and international media.
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Statement by the representative
of Handicap International

JEAN-MARC BOIVIN

Head of Advocacy and Political Action
at Handicap International

Excellencies,

Mister President of the National council for Human Rights,
Misters and Misses Presidents of disabled people Organisations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I am very glad to be with you for inviting me to this international
seminar:

"For an effective implementation of the convention on the rights of
persons with disabilities in Morocco'.

It's a genuine pleasure and honour for me to be with you today. HI's
participation in this event is a symbol of our commitment to continue our
work and relations with all of you, public and private actors and
stakeholders, involved in this process:

Because we are effectively in a process!

As you know, the convention entered into force one year ago (Mai 3rd 2008),
signed by 139 countries and ratified by 53.

This conference is an important step to work for a change in the life of
thousands of people and families in this country and is certainly not a final
point of the convention...!

< By a permanent presence during the bi annual sessions,
< Working within the Caucus group,
% Supporting the participation of several DPO’s,
< Sharing our experiences and expertise,
< Relaying information within our international network.
During all these past years, we tried to explain the main challenges of the

convention to all partners: States, international agencies, international
NGOs, national and local NGOs...

Today, we will discuss the standard provisions of the convention, the role of
each stakeholder, the mechanisms of the implementation...

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR : FOR AN EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL Rabat, May 14, 2009



The first challenge is to work all together!
It is much easier to say than to carry out: for an effective implementation,
we MUST learn how to work all together, for the same goal.

Working together means to be able to recognize one another, our specific
mandate, identity and the part we have to take, respecting the others,
knowing their role and limits...

The second challenge: The process will mobilize
everyone :

1. The State, because it's its political and social responsibility through a
cross cutting understanding on the crucial place of ministries: Social
Welfare, Education, Health, Equipment, Information, etc...

The parliamentarians have also to take a place in the process by taking
disability into account in all decision they make.

That also means to have a clear and dedicated budget for this social
promotion...

2. The civil society, especially the DPOs who have a central role in the
implementation: we have to listen to them, to speak with them and
answer them!

They have to be part of all decision making mechanisms, and considered as
responsible and key partners.

But the civil society also includes all social, economic organisations: Trade
Unions, Human rights organisation, professional networks, etc....

3. The "society": through an important involvement in changing the way
disability is seen and understood they see, understand, disability: this
point requires the mobilisation of energy and a budget to sensitize them
and promote a new place of persons with disability in all spaces of
society: exhibitions, radio and TV messages, etc. . . .article 8 focuses this
point.

All countries have those own and specific culture based on their history,
religion, economy and social organisation: this has to be present to succeed
in creating social change.

No good law can have a real and effective impact if all the people don't feel
concerned in their daily life.
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The third challenge is time

The process needs time! Because we can't change the rules and the
perception of disability in one day, this process requests time, persistence
and willingness.

Our collective determination is the real key to succeed!
It supposes a permanent dialogue based on confidence, transparency and
solidarity.

Handicap international is still present with you and we want to offer our
support:

Because of our experience in a large range of activities around the world;
Because of our mission to build bridges between actors and international
stakeholders;

Because of our specific voice as an organisation of committed professionals.
We would like to continue working with you:

For sharing good practices and knowledge;
Learning together and;

Trying to mobilize international donors;
Advocating with you on the challenges we face,

While the ratification of the UN Convention is a very strong commitment,
"everything remains to be done"...

We mustn't forget that we are not starting from nowhere! This has been an
important issue for Morocco for some time, a lot of actors working and
advocating for years for a social progress.

HI has been working in Morocco for 15 years, in close relations with many
of you, with confidence and shared convictions.

While I am very happy because of your ratification, last April 8th, of the
convention AND its optional protocol...

I'm maybe a little jealous because my country has not yet ratified!

Ratifying the convention is a very strong message sent to the Moroccan
society.

What has to be done now?
What are the main issues and challenges?

Please, let me share with you some comments and ideas:
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HI has been involved from the start of the negotiations process, when the
United Nations launched the process in its General Assembly in New York,
December, 19t 2001.

Because, we believe with you that the goal for this new convention is to
concretely impact the daily lives of people, allowing them to take their place
in the community, and also to contribute to the promotion of dignity for all.

Today, we want to say all together that our project is to build a better world
where everyone is seen and respected fully and equally.

That's another name for DIGNITY!
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The UN Action in the field of Disability

Mpr. Jose Doria

Secretary a.i. Committee on the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities Office

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Focal Point, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities OHCHR

Kofi Annan, then Secretary-General of the United Nations, 13 Dec. 2006

< “Throughout the ages, the treatment of people with disabilities has
brought out some of the worst aspects of human nature. Too often,
those living with disabilities have been seen as objects of
embarrassment, and at best, of condescending pity and charity.
Societies have even gone out of their way to ensure that persons with
disabilities are neither seen nor heard. On paper, they have enjoyed
the same rights as others; in real life, they have often been relegated
to the margins and denied the opportunities that others take for
granted”.

The need for action in the field of disability

% On paper persons with disabilities enjoyed the same rights, but in real
life not.

% The international community felt there was a need to close the
normative and institutional gap and ensure an effective protection of
the rights of persons with disabilities.

Four core human rights values important in the context of disability

< Dignity

< Autonomy

< Equality

% Solidarity

Dignity & Autonomy

< The dignity of each individual, who is deemed to be of inestimable
value because of his/her inherent self-worth, and not because s/he is
economically or otherwise “useful”;

+The concept of autonomy or self-determination, - requires that the
person be placed at the centre of all decisions affecting him/her.
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Equality & Solidarity
< The inherent equality of all regardless of difference;
+ The ethic of solidarity, which requires society to sustain the freedom of
the person with appropriate social supports.
The Long Road to the CRPD
+1945-1955 —Welfare perspective;

<+The United Nations Secretariat and the Economic and Social Council
were the principal United Nations bodies concerned with disability
issues, focused on promoting the rights of persons with physical
disabilities as well as projects on disability prevention and
rehabilitation.

From welfare to human rights - a long road
< 1946 - The Social Commission, a subsidiary body of the UN was
entrusted with social questions;
+ Established the Temporary Social Welfare Committee (during its 1st
Session).

1950 - 6th session of the Social Commission

< Two reports considered: "The social rehabilitation of the handicapped"
and "The social rehabilitation of the blind";

< Further discussions at the Geneva Conference, 26 February - 3 March,
attended by the United Nations Secretariat, the ILO, the WHO, the
UNESCO, UNICEF.

1950 - 6th session of the Social Commission

< The Commission agreed on the need to establish international
standards for the education, treatment, training and placement of
persons with disabilities, with particular attention to be given to blind
persons in underdeveloped areas;

< The ECOSOC also recommended that States consider measures to help
persons with disabilities.
From welfare perspective to social welfare ~-Emphasis on rehabilitation
programs

< 1955-1970 - The focus of the United Nations on disability issues shifted
in the late 1950s from a welfare perspective to one of social welfare.
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1951 - 7th session of the Social commission

The Social Commission focused on the problems of social rehabilitation of
persons with disabilities, drawing attention to the issues of adaptation and
rehabilitation from an integrated perspective.

1952 - 8th Session of the Social Commission

+ Discussed international rehabilitation for persons with physical
disabilities.

1952 — 8th Session of the Social Commission

< Approved a ten categories Program: a new approach to disability, the
education of public opinion, a complete rehabilitation programme,
developing rehabilitation services, training rehabilitation personnel,
organizing and financing rehabilitation services, the contribution of
the United Nations and the specialized agencies, the contribution of
non-governmental organizations, and methods of coordination.

1953 - 9th Session of the Social Commission

< The Commission expressed interest in programmes designed for the
promotion of services for persons with disabilities which stress their
independent and productive role in society.

1956

< Establishment of the International Social Service Review to raise
awareness of disability issues and to emphasize rehabilitation
programmes throughout the world.

1960s

% The Social Commission began to develop monitoring mechanisms for
the various United Nations rehabilitation programmes, specialized
agencies, governmental and non-governmental organizations. A study
and a survey were conducted on the administrative and legislative
aspects of rehabilitation programmes and on facilities for training
personnel in rehabilitation. An increased awareness was developing
regarding the importance of new rehabilitation strategies.

1969 —Declaration of social progress

< The UN GA adopted the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development and affirmed, inter alia, the fundamental freedoms and
principles of peace articulated in the Charter of the United Nations;

< Article 19 addressed the provision of health, social security, and social
welfare services for all persons, aiming at the rehabilitation of persons
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with intellectual and physical disabilities to facilitate their integration
into society.

1970s —a new approach to disability -human rights of disabled people

< The 1970s marked a new approach to disability. The concept of human
rights for persons with disabilities began to be accepted
internationally.

1970

< The Social Commission, at an inter-agency meeting attended by the
ILO, UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF promoted a new cooperative effort to
assist developing countries with rehabilitation efforts;

< The ILO, UNESCO, WHO, UNICEE, the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the World Rehabilitation Fund designed a
programme to increase funds for technical assistance in the
rehabilitation field, and rehabilitation experts were assigned to
locations throughout the world.

1971 - Declaration on the rights of mentally retarded people

< The UN GA proclaimed the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally
Retarded Persons and called for national and international action to
embrace it as the accepted basis and frame of reference for protecting
the rights of the persons with disabilities.

1973

< November, the ad hoc Inter-Agency Meeting on Rehabilitation of the
Disabled was held in Geneva, attended by representatives of the
United Nations, UNDP, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), UNICEF, ILO, UNESCO,
WHO, the Council of World Organizations interested in the
Handicapped, and the International Social Security Association. A
strengthening of coordination and planning in the field of
rehabilitation of the persons with disabilities was proposed. It was also
suggested that the United Nations increase recruitment of persons
with disabilities.

1975 - 24th Session of the Social Commission

< Recommended elimination of physical and architectural barriers that
prevent the full social integration of persons with disabilities.
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1975 —Declaration on the rights of disabled persons

The UN GA adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons,
which states that all persons with disabilities are entitled to the rights
stipulated, without respect to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political
or other opinions, national or social origin, state of wealth, birth or any
other situation.

The long road to the CRPD
< 16 Dec. 1976 — UN GA declares

1981 — the International year of Persons with Disabilities
< Full participation and equality
3 Dec. 1982 -UN GA adopts
< World Program of Action concerning Disabled Persons;

< Set the guidelines for a world strategy to promote “equality” and “full
participation” by persons with disabilities in social life and
development;

< Declares period 1982-1992 UN decade of Disabled persons.
1984 Special Rapporteur on Disability

Mr. Leandro Despouy from Argentina was appointed Special Rapporteur
by the Sub-Commission on Human Rights, tasked with studying the causal
connection between human rights violations, violations of fundamental
freedoms, and disability.

1990s

Five United Nations world conferences were held during the 1990s which
emphasized the need for a "society for all", advocating the participation of
all citizens, including persons with disabilities, in every sphere of society.
1991

< The UN GA adopted the Principles for the Protection of Persons with
Mental Illness and for the Improvement of Mental Health Care.

< Twenty-five principles defined the fundamental freedoms and basic
rights of persons with intellectual disabilities.
1993 - The Standard rules of the equalization of opportunities for persons
with Disabilities
< The Standard Rules take the International Bill of Human Rights (the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the two international
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Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Civil and
Political Rights) as their political and moral basis;

< They are a reference guide in identifying the relevant obligations of
States parties under the existing human rights instruments. They aim
at ensuring that “girls, boys, men and women with disabilities, as
members of their societies, may exercise the same rights and
obligations as others”, and require States to remove obstacles to equal
participation (para. 15).

1993 - World Conference on Human Rights adopts

< Vienna Declaration and Program of Action;

< It reaffirmed that “all human rights and fundamental freedoms are
universal, and thus unreservedly include persons with disabilities”,
and placed the active participation of persons with disabilities in all
aspects of civil society explicitly in a human rights context.

OHCHR’s Mandate
< 25 Apr 2000 res. of the Commission on Human Rights;
< Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

< Requested the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, in
cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability,
to examine measures to strengthen the protection and monitoring of
the human rights of persons with disabilities.

OHCHR Program to enhance human rights dimension of disability
Aims:
< Encouraging the integration of disability issues in the activities of

treaty-monitoring bodies and human rights special procedures
(Special Rapporteurs and working groups);

< Supporting the elaboration of a new thematic Convention on the
human rights and dignity of persons with disabilities;

< Strengthening collaboration with the Special Rapporteur on disability
of the Commission for Social Development and other United Nations
specialized agencies active in the area of disability.

2001 - Mexico Proposal

< Mexico proposes in the General Assembly to establish an ad hoc
Committee to consider proposals for a comprehensive and integral
international convention to protect and protect the rights and dignity
of persons with disabilities.
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Adoption of the CRPD

< August 2002 - December 2006 — the Ad Hoc Committee meets eight
times to draft the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
and its Optional Protocol.

Adoption of the CRPD

<2006 — 13 Dec. the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities is adopted by the UN GA;

< 30 March —-Convention and Protocol opened for Signature;
< 3 May 2008 — Entry into force of the Convention.

Thank you
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The role of NGOs and NHRIs in the adoption
and implementation of the Convention

David Langtry
Deputy Chief Commissioner
of the Canadian Human Rights Commission

Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished experts and representatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

I thank the organizing committee for the invitation to take part in this
prestigious panel in such a beautiful and welcoming setting.

Ms. Jennifer Lynch, Q.C., the Chair of the International Coordinating
Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights - the ICC- sends her greetings and her congratulations on the
recent ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

The Convention was the first of the 21st century, and is rapidly becoming
one of the most ratified treaties in the human rights system. Its
implementation will allow us to make great strides in improving the lives of
people with disabilities. Gatherings such as this one will likely create
valuable partnerships amongst participants who share our common goal of
successful implementation.

Today I will share some practical ideas that National Institutions have been
developing on the implementation of the Convention.

Before I do, I will provide you with some context about the ICC - its role
and some of the work it has been doing in this area.

The ICC was created about 15 years ago. It is made up of national human
rights institutions from around the world and divided into four regional
groupings: Africa, the Americas, the Asia Pacific region, and Europe.

The purpose of the ICC is to promote and strengthen National Human
Rights Institutions. It also provides leadership in the promotion and
protection of human rights. It does this by holding conferences, providing
training, establishing working groups and offering assistance at the national
level.

Currently, sixty-two (62) National Institutions hold "A" Status accreditation
and the number is growing yearly.
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National Institutions were deeply involved in pushing for the creation of
the Convention and took an active part in its drafting.

Securing any human right requires change. Legal reform is necessary to
ensure the development of a society that recognizes the capacities of
persons with disabilities and ensures that they can use them.

The coming into force of the Convention is an important milestone along
the way; it is not by any means the end of our journey. Ultimately, success
will relate to the degree to which the Convention rights are being enjoyed
on the ground, not on how fine they appear on the page. Now, practical
steps are needed to prepare stakeholders including National Institutions, to
support its implementation.

The Convention requires States to maintain or establish mechanisms to
promote, protect and monitor implementation. Conscious of the need to
take an active role in implementation, the ICC and its regional bodies are
working to develop and share practical strategies.

Here are some of the activities that National Institutions can engage. They
can:

% Promote the need for governments to designate a focal point and
develop a coordination mechanism, to ensure that disability rights are
addressed systemically. This should be done in full consultation with
representative organizations of persons with disabilities.

< Participate with governments and relevant regulators in the
development of strategies to implement Convention rights.

< Initiate the development of a monitoring framework to evaluate the
State’s implementation efforts and results. This framework should
include other relevant agencies so that the National Institution is not
seen as solely responsible for Convention monitoring.

% Examine and advise on the need for guidelines or strategies for
ensuring that disability issues in law enforcement and the
administration of justice are addressed.

% Use their investigatory authority to examine alleged breaches of
Convention rights and to conduct systemic investigations.

< Educate and publicize Convention rights.
As their coordinating body, the ICC can also support the work of individual

National Institutions in implementing the Convention. These efforts can
include:
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< Organizing expert seminars for the Special Rapporteurs on how to
mainstream the human rights of persons with disabilities within their
work;

< Ensuring that the Universal Periodic Review includes an examination
of success in applying the rights of persons with disabilities at the
national level;

< Strengthening partnerships with UN agencies and civil society with a
view that human rights of persons with disabilities be implemented on
the ground;

+ Participating in the Inter-Agency Support Group on Rights of Persons
with Disabilities at their Geneva meeting.

< Preparing and educating our member institutions:

The ICC has designated a "focal point” on disability, whose role is to
stimulate common positions and raise the level of engagement of National
Institutions on disability issues. In particular, I must pay tribute to Dr.
Gerard Quinn, of the Irish Human Rights Commission, who has done
exceptional work in this area. His analysis, research and ideas have guided
many of the strategies the ICC has adopted on the implementation of the
Convention.

We have been developing work tools to support the implementation of
Convention rights. For example, we have initiated a project to develop a
useful disability database for National Institutions.

The ICC also supports knowledge sharing so that all National Institutions
can enhance their capacity to respond to the needs of the disability
community.

Direct action has also been taken at the regional level.

In April 2008, the European National Institutions urged the adoption of a
human rights based approach to the determination of capacity. They
underscored the commitment to respect the value and dignity of all persons.
In their opinion, there should always be a presumption in favor of capacity.

The Mexican National Human Rights Commission published an important
book on national monitoring mechanisms under the Convention. The book
describes the experiences of national institutions in the Americas region, in
implementing the rights of persons with disabilities.

All of these efforts, and others, are geared to promoting and protecting the
rights of persons with disabilities.
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National Institutions can only succeed if they remain close to their primary
stakeholders in the disability rights area.

These alliances are necessary for a wide range of action, from encouraging
States to ratify the Convention to monitoring the results.

Article 33 of the Convention outlines the obligations of state parties with
regard to national implementation and monitoring. It has important
implications for both National Institutions and NGOS.

The Convention provides flexibility in establishing a framework. States may
fulfill this obligation by maintaining or strengthening existing mechanisms
or institutions or by designating or establishing new ones to take on this
responsibility.

This could mean that non-independent governmental departments and
agencies may have a role to play in the framework providing that there is at
least one “independent mechanism” involved.

The Convention does not identify specific requirements for the
mechanisms. However, it does provide that state parties shall take into
account the “principles relating to the status and functioning of national
institutions for protection and promotion of human rights.”

The interpretation of the three core functions - promoting, protecting, and
monitoring - is open to interpretation by state parties and their meaning will
likely evolve over time.

These functions might include:

Promoting: Successful implementation will be dependent on governments
and citizens implementing its spirit and not just complying with its
technical requirements. This will involve incorporating into their thinking
the core values of autonomy, independence, accessibility and dignity.

Promoting the Convention should not be the sole domain of one
organization but a societal project. It will require the involvement of a wide
variety of governmental and civil society organizations, including, most
importantly, organizations representing people with disabilities.

Protecting:Legal protection against discrimination is in many cases
primarily the function of national human rights institutions and/or
tribunals. The courts have an oversight role with regard to judicial review
of commissions and tribunals.

Monitoring: State Parties will be required to submit comprehensive reports
on the implementation of the Convention to the recently elected Committee
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on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. States are required to file a report
two years after ratification of the Convention and every four years
thereafter.

NGOs

Non-governmental organizations played a fundamental role in the drafting
of the convention. Hundreds of representatives of NGOs participated
actively in the drafting of the Convention.

The participation of NGO disability organizations had an immeasurable
impact on the drafting process. They were largely responsible for a
fundamental shift in the way the world looks at persons with disabilities.

The continued involvement of people with disabilities will be fundamental
to an effective domestic implementation of the Convention.

CONCLUSION

The Convention on the Rights of Persons With Disabilities serves to
strengthen the political momentum towards securing equal rights for all. It
provides a clear moral compass on what must be done to create a fully
inclusive society.

Persons with disabilities have voices that must be heard in this process -
because these reforms will be enriched by their contribution, and because
inclusivity demands it

The principles underpinning the new Convention are expressed in all
human rights conventions: dignity, autonomy, equality and non-
discrimination. It does not add or create new rights, but tailors them to
ensure equal enjoyment of these rights.

My hope is that we continue to influence powerful changes in human rights
thinking and continue to build a participative, inclusive society for all.

Thank you again for the kind invitation to be here today to participate in
this most important seminar.
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Implementation Mechanisms under the CRPD

Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh
Chairperson on the Committee on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities

Implementing the CRPD

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities does not create
new rights for disabled people. It builds on conventional understandings of
what is required to implement existing human rights as they relate to
disabled people.

Under the Convention: states must ensure the full realisation of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all disabled people, on an equal basis
with others, and without discrimination of any kind on the basis of
disability. To do so they are obliged to enact laws and other measures to
improve disability rights, and also abolish legislation, customs and practices
that discriminate against persons with disabilities.

CRPD -Two Implementing Mechanisms
1. At national level

2. At international level

Implementation at national level:

The Convention provides practical guidance on how to implement the
rights (by adoption of new acts, policies and other measures) and
recommends the establishment of certain institutions: National
Implementation mechanisms.

% L. At level of policies and other measures
< II. At level of institutions
I. Implementation at the level of policies and other measures

Generally, States need to take action to remove barriers to the participation
of disabled people in society. This is done through legislation, policy, and
other measures.

A. Consistency of new laws and policies with the Convention is
required

In practical terms it means that all new legislation and policy need to be
consistent with the Convention, or the country will be in breach of its

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR : FOR AN EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL Rabat, May 14, 2009



obligations and subject to criticism by the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

B. The Convention will guide the work of relevant government
agencies

Government agencies can use the specific measures of the Convention to
analyze and improve the current mechanisms for implementing policies
that impact on disabled people.

The Convention will also guide efforts to ensure that mainstream services
are inclusive of disabled people and delivered in non-discriminatory ways.

C. CRPD requires implementation by both public and private sectors
The Convention covers all areas of life, all ages and life stages.

Accordingly the implementation of the Convention requires action by both
the government and the private sector.

However, it is the government that is accountable to the UN, therefore
government agencies need to take leadership in encouraging action by the
private sector.

D. The CRPD will guide the work of national Courts
Courts will have the rights to rely directly on provisions of the Convention.

Depending on national legal traditions, national courts and citizens will be
able to rely on provisions of the Convention in their decision making.

E. CRPD text as a practical guidance to implement the rights of
disabled

Many of the Convention articles interweave civil and political rights (such
as non-discrimination or access to justice) which must be immediately
realized at the time of ratification, Economic, social and cultural rights (such
as the right to the highest attainable standard of health or accessible
transport services), which may be realized progressively, to the maximum
of available resources.

F. Progressive implementation of socio-economic and cultural rights

Where rights can be progressively implemented, it is up to the government
to decide how quickly and to what degree the implementation will happen,
so long as there is a clear and concrete commitment that action will happen
to the maximum of its available resources.
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G. The need to pay attention to the inter-dependent nature of the rights

Many rights are interdependent. Some articles describe action that may be
a means to achieve an outcome but which is not an end in itself.

For example, personal mobility (article 20) requires access to buildings and
transport services (article 9), as well as other supports to enable someone to
enjoy independent living and being included in the community (article 19).

i) Disability support as a pre-condition for enjoyment of the right to
work and health

The provision of disability supports is described in several articles (9, 19, 20,
21,24, 30, and 31). Access to appropriate supports is sometimes required for
the enjoyment of other rights, such as health (art. 25) or work and
employment (art 27).

Critical to making this happen are the provision of reasonable

ii) Implementing inclusion in society

Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (article 30) as a
necessary part of having an ordinary life and being included in society on an
equal basis with others.

iii) Implementing independence and participation in all aspects of life

A range of comprehensive measures (such as health, employment,
education, and other social services) need to be implemented as required
under article 26 (habilitation and rehabilitation) to support disabled people
to attain and maintain their maximum independence and participation in
all aspects of life.

iv) Data collection as an important implementation tool

The collection of data will inform monitoring of progress in realising the
rights of the Convention.

Collecting and publishing data on disabled people is covered in article 31,
and is an important part of promoting the visibility of disabled people in
society.

v) Combating prejudices on the basis of impairments

Other articles address discrimination experienced by disabled people on the
basis of their impairment (articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 23).

Negative social attitudes can prevent disabled people from participating in
society as much as any physical barrier.
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vi) Women and children require special attention in implementing the
Convention

The Convention acknowledges that women (article 6) and children (article
7) can experience discrimination on other grounds in addition to that of
disability, and require extra attention to ensure they enjoy rights on the
same basis with others.

II. National implementation mechanisms at the institutional level

National implementation mechanisms at the level of institutions (art 33)
A focal point in government with responsibility for implementation of the
Convention and facilitating action.

States should maintain, strengthen, designate or establish a framework,
including one or more independent mechanisms to promote, protect and
monitor implementation of the Convention.

Civil society (principally disabled people's organizations) should
participate in the monitoring process.

2. International implementation mechanisms
< Committee on the rights of persons with Disabilities;
< Conference of states Parties;
< Individual complaints (Optional Protocol);

< Inquiry Procedures (Optional Protocol).

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

The Convention provides practical guidance on the implementation of the
rights of disabled people, over time through the regular periodic reporting
process to the UN.

Article 35 requires reporting by State parties to the UN committee. The first
report is due 2 years after the Convention enters into force for the relevant
country, and then at least every 4 years thereafter.

Committee members through their observations and recommendations will
deliver guidance to the states on how to implement the Convention

The Conference of States parties

To support implementation of the Convention a Conference of States parties
is also provided under the Convention.
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Individual complaints mechanism under the Optional Protocol

This mechanism allows individuals to bring petitions to the Committee
claiming breaches of their rights.

Inquiry Procedure under the Optional Protocol

This mechanism gives the Committee authority to undertake inquiries of
grave or systematic violations of the Convention.

Thank you
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The Spanish Experience Concerning
The Implementation of The Convention

Ms. Ana Peldez NARVAEZ,

ONCE International Relations Director and member of
the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

INDEX

1. Background information CRPD in Spain

2. Background information Spain/ other States Parties

3. Key consequences of Convention’s entry into force in Spain
4. Implications of the Convention for the Spanish legal system
5. National implementation and monitoring

6. Regional /European Union implementation and monitoring
7. The work of Persons with disabilities

1. Background information on the CRPD in Spain
<13th December 2006: Convention adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly
< 30th March 2007: Spain signs Convention

< 3rd December 2007: Spain deposits instruments of ratification of the
Convention and its optional Protocol

< 3rd May 2008: Convention enters into force in Spain

2. Background information on Spain vis-a-vis other States Parties

< Spain signed the Convention, along with 81 other countries, on March
30th 2007

< Tenth country to ratify the Convention

« Fifth country to ratify the Protocol
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3. Key consequences of the Convention’s entry into force in Spain
< Way of addressing disability issues
< Visibility of persons with disabilities
< Obligations of the Spanish State
< Methods to demand rights

< Educating society on the rights of persons with disabilities

4. Implications of the Convention for the Spanish legal system

% Article 10 of the Spanish Constitution sets out the rights and duties in
accordance with human rights treaties within the United Nations
system

< Spanish disability law is the result of a body of regulations adopted
through time and for different purposes

< The values, principles, concepts and obligations in the Convention
form part of the Spanish legal system disability law and public policies
undergone ongoing transformation

Some frictions requiring modifications:

Article 12 — Equal recognition before the law: there is a need to regulate the
rights of persons before the law and legal capacity (legal incapacitation,
guardianship and tutelage, among others)

Article 14 - Liberty and security of person: updating laws forced internment
and the admissibility or not of non-voluntary treatment

Article 17 — Protecting the integrity of the person: study and modification of
regulations regarding forced sterilisation on the grounds of disability or the
admissibility of eugenic abortions

As a result of the above, a draft Act has been drawn up to bring the Spanish
legal system into line with the provisions of the Convention.

National implementation and monitoring
< Spanish National Disability Council as a government body ;
< Convention translated to all co-official languages in Spain ;

< CERMI (Spanish Committee of Representatives of Persons with
Disabilities) has requested recognition as the independent mechanism
to promote, protect and monitor. Decision pending.
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Regional/European Union
implementation and monitoring

FEEDBACK AMONG ALL STAKEHOLDERS:
UN Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities

Article 44 Regional integration organizations

EUROPEAN UNION Member States

1. “Regional integration organization” shall mean an organization
constituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its member States
have transferred competence in respect of matters governed by the present
Convention. Such organizations shall declare, in their instruments of formal
confirmation or accession, the extent of their competence with respect to
matters governed by the present Convention. Subsequently, they shall
inform the depositary of any substantial modification in the extent of their
competence.

The Work of Persons with Disabilities in Spain

< Actions related to implementing the Convention in the Spanish legal
system

< Actions related to monitoring compliance with the Convention

< Actions related to information and awareness-raising on the
Convention

Actions related to implementing the Convention in the Spanish legal
system

< Drawing up a proposed Act to ensure it fits within the Spanish legal
system

Actions related to monitoring compliance with the Convention

< CERMI nomination to act as the national independent monitoring
body put forward

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR : FOR AN EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON 35
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL Rabat, May 14, 2009



Annual report on the human rights of persons with disabilities in Spain
Actions related to information and awareness-raising on the Convention
< Information and training within the disability movement

< Dissemination among actors in the legal field (judges, public
prosecutors, etc.)

< Development of a scientific work to analyse the Convention
< Specific web site opened: www.convenciondiscapacidad.es
< Regular articles in space set aside in the newspaper cermi.es

< Holding seminars and conferences
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8:30-9:00 Registration of Participants
9:00-9:30 Opening Ceremony

e Statement by the President of the Advisory Council on
Human Rights (CCDH)

e Statement by His Excellency the Minister of Justice

e Statement by Her Excellency the Minister of Social
Development, Family and Solidarity

e Statement by the JEAN-MARC BOIVIN, the Head of
Advocacy and Political Action at Handicap International

9:30-9:45 Coffee Break
Opening Session

Facilitator: Mr. Mahjoub EL HAIBA, CCDH Secretary General
Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed Mustapha RAISSOUNI, CCDH
member

Panel I : Standard Provisions of the Convention

9:45-10:00 The rights of persons with disabilities in international human
rights instruments
Ms. Soumia Amrani, President of the PINOCCHIO Association

10:00-10:15 The action of the UN and international bodies in the field of the
rights of persons with disabilities
Mr. Jose DORIA, Secretary a.i. Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

10:15-10:30 The role of NGOs and NHRIs in the adoption and
implementation of the Convention
Mr. David LANGTRY, Deputy Chief Commissioner, Canadian
Human Rights Commission

10:30-10:45 National legislations on persons with disabilities and the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
Mr.Abdelmajid MAKNI, Agence de Développement Social,
Coordination régionale de Fes Boulemane



10:45-11 :15 Debate
Panel II: Mechanisms of the Implementation of the Convention

11:15-11:30 Implementation mechanisms provided for by the CRPD
Mr. Mohammed AL-TARAWNEH, Chairman of the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

11:30-11:45 The Spanish experience concerning the implementation of the
Convention
Ms. Ana Peldez NARVAEZ, ONCE International Relations
Director and member of the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

11:45-12:00 The Tunisian experience concerning the implementation of the
Convention
Mr. Lotfi Ben LALLAHOM, Director General of Institut de
Promotion des Handicapés and member of the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities

12:00-12:15 Morocco’s position towards the CRPD
Mr. Mohamed EL KHADIRI, CCDH member

12:15-13:00 Debate
13:00-15:00 Lunch

15:00-16:45 Workshop I: Standard Aspects of the Convention

Moderator: Ms. Soumia Amrani, President of the PINOCCHIO
Association

Rapporteur: M. Abderrazak ROUWANE, Head of the CCDH
Department of Foreign Relations and Cooperation

15:00-16:45 Workshop II: Mechanisms for the Implementation of the
Convention

Moderator : Ms. Ana Peldez NARVAEZ, ONCE International
Relations and Director and member of the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Rapporteur : Mr. Bouchaib DOULKIFEL, Chargé de mission to
the CCDH President

16:45 -17:00 Coffee Break
Closing Session

Facilitator : M. Hammou OUHELLI, CCDH member
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17:00 -17:20 Presentation of the proceedings of the workshops in plenary
Mr. Abderrazak ROUWANE, Rapporteur of Workshop 1
Mr. Bouchaib DOULKIFEL, Rapporteur of Workshop 2

17:20 -17:35 Presentation of general report
Mr. Mohamed Mustapha RAISSOUNI, CCDH member

17:35-17:45 Closing statement by CCDH President.
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NOTE DE PRESENTATION

Faisant suite a la lettre Royale adressée par Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI
au CCDH le 10 décembre 2008, dans laquelle le Souverain annonce, entre
autres mesures de renforcement des droits de 'Homme, la ratification, par
le Royaume du Maroc, de la Convention Internationale relative aux Droits
des Personnes Handicapées, le Conseil Consultatif des Droits de 'Homme,
organise, en collaboration avec Handicap International, un séminaire
international pour une mise en ceuvre effective de la Convention relative
aux droits des personnes handicapées et de son Protocole facultatif, le 14
mai 2009, au siege du CCDH.

Cette initiative coincide avec la célébration du 60éme anniversaire de la
Déclaration Universelle des Droits de I’'Homme, adoptée par 1’Assemblée
Générale des Nations Unies le 10 décembre 1948, qui présente un tournant
capital dans la proclamation des droits de 'Homme et le point de départ du
respect universel et effectif de ces droits.

Cependant, plus d’'un demi siecle apres, et malgré 'adoption d'une série
d’instruments conventionnels, a vocation universelle, de portée générale
s’adressant a l'étre humain en tant que tel, ou de portée spécifique
s’adressant a une catégorie particuliere d’individus, les personnes en
situation de handicap font I’objet de discrimination partout dans le monde,

et restent marginalisées et exclues de la société.

Cette situation persistante a poussé la communauté internationale a adopter
un instrument conventionnel contraignant : la Convention Internationale
relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées, qui stipule, d'une maniére
claire et sans équivoque, que les droits des personnes en situation de
handicap sont partie intégrante des Droits de 'Homme, respectant les
principes fondamentaux de dignité, d’autonomie, de non-discrimination,
de participation pleine et entiére et de respect de la différence.

Elle marque aussi la rupture avec la fagon dont le handicap est percu, non
pas comme un probleme médical, mais comme une question de droit de
I’homme et reconnaissant que les barrieres sociétales, économiques,
culturelles et les préjugés, sont eux-mémes des facteurs handicapants.

La Convention et son Protocole ont été adoptés par 1’Assemblée Générale
des Nations Unies le 13 décembre 2006, et ont été mis a la signature et a la
ratification le 30 mars 2007. Ils sont entrés en vigueur le 3 mai 2008.

Le Comité des droits des personnes handicapées a été élu le 3 novembre
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2008. Constitué au départ de 12 experts indépendants, il atteindra le total
maximum de 18 membres apres 60 ratifications ou adhésions.

Le Maroc était parmi les premiers pays a signer la convention le 30 mars
2007, exprimant ainsi son engagement a protéger et garantir les droits des
personnes en situation de handicap reconnus par la Convention. Il a réitéré
cet engagement le 8 avril 2009 lorsqu’il a ratifié le Convention et son
Protocole facultatif.

La décision de Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI de ratifier de la
Convention, affirmée par la lettre Royale adressée au Conseil Consultatif
des Droits de 'Homme, le 10 décembre 2008, constitue un pas décisif dans
la consolidation des droits de ces personnes qui ont longtemps été reléguées
a la marge de la société.

Le Conseil Consultatif des Droits de 1'Homme ceuvre, depuis sa
réorganisation en 2001, au respect, a la protection et a la garantie des droits
des personnes en situation de handicap, aussi bien au niveau national
qu’international.

A ce propos, le CCDH a participé activement a 1’élaboration du projet de la
Convention, et coopere avec 'ONU et les institutions qui en relévent ainsi
qu’avec les institutions internationales et les instances nationales, pour la
promotion de la Convention et son Protocole.

Handicap International est co-prix Nobel de la paix pour son action en
faveur de l'abolition des mines antipersonnel, et 'une des ONG les plus
actives dans le monde pour la promotion des droits de ces personnes.
Présente au Maroc depuis 1993, sa contribution a l'effort national pour
I'intégration des personnes en situation de handicap est trés appréciée aussi
bien par les acteurs institutionnels que par ceux de la société civile.

Le CCDH et Handicap International s’associent pour 'organisation de ce
séminaire, dont les objectifs sont :

1- L’aspect normatif de la Convention et de son Protocole :

< Sa genése et sa plus value par rapport aux autres instruments
conventionnels.

< Ses principes et ses obligations générales;
< Les droits qu’elle garantie et les domaines concernés;

4 Le role de 'ONU et de ses institutions, des Etats, des ONG, des INDH
et des individus vis-a-vis de la Convention;

< Le role de la coopération internationale pour la réalisation de son objet
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et de ses buts.

2- Les mécanismes de la mise en ceuvre de la Convention et son Protocole :

< Les modalités de son application au niveau national, par la mise en
place de dispositions concretes permettant une réelle jouissance des
droits;

< La prise en compte de la dimension du handicap dans la conception et
I'application des politiques nationales, d"'une maniére transversale;

< Les mécanismes de garantie, de suivi et de contrdle de la Convention
et de son Protocole :

¢ Au niveau national : organisme de coordination gouvernemental,
institution consultative indépendante, rapports étatiques, pétitions
individuelles;

¢ Au niveau international : la Conférence des Etats parties, le Comité
international de suivi, les enquétes et les rapports.

Cette journée sera également l'occasion d’évaluer objectivement les
initiatives nationales entreprises en faveur des droits des personnes en
situation de handicap au Maroc par rapport aux dispositions normatives de
la Convention, et de proposer des recommandations appropriées en la
matiere.

Le CCDH inscrit cette journée dans une série de séminaires, qui visent a
favoriser la mise en ceuvre effective des instruments internationaux des
droits de 'Homme par le Royaume du Maroc, en facilitant la rencontre et
la coopération de tous les acteurs et en privilégiant 1'échange des
expériences et de bonnes pratiques entreprises par différents pays.

Une pléiade d’experts internationaux et nationaux est invitée a cette journée
a laquelle participeront tous les acteurs civils et politiques concernés ainsi
que des représentants du corps diplomatique, des opérateurs économiques
et de la presse nationale et internationale.
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Discours de Madame Nouzha Skalli
Ministre du Développement Social
de la Famille et de la Solidarité

Madame la Secrétaire d’Etat aupres du Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres et
de la Coopération ;

Messieurs le Président et le Secrétaire Général du Conseil Consultatif des
Droits de 'Homme ;

Monsieur le Secrétaire Général du Ministere de la Justice ;

Mesdames et Messieurs les Représentantes et Représentants des instances
des Nations Unies, des organismes Internationaux et des ONG
Internationales ;

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du CCDH ;

Mesdames et Messieurs les députés et les Conseillers;

Mesdames et Messieurs les Représentants des Départements
gouvernementaux, des associations des droits humains et des handicapés,
des médias nationaux et internationaux ;

Mesdames et Messieurs

Je suis particulierement heureuse de prendre la parole aujourd’hui au sein
de cette vénérable Institution Nationale, le Conseil Consultatif des Droits
Humains dont le nom est étroitement lié aux avancées fantastiques qu’a
connu notre pays en matiere de droits humains et de libertés et qui est
devenue aujourd’hui symbole de la promotion de ces droits humains en
tant que culture, éducation et en tant que pratique.

Ces droits humains auxquels le Maroc est aujourd’hui profondément
attaché dans leur globalité et leur universalité, comme vient de le réaffirmer
la plus haute autorité du pays, Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI, a 1’occasion
du 60éme anniversaire de la déclaration universelle des droits de ’'Homme,
le 10 décembre dernier. Rien ni personne ne doit étre oublié. Toutes les
personnes sont concernées par le respect de leurs droits, qu’elles soient en
bon état de santé ou atteinte d’un handicap physique mental ou sensoriel.

Conformément a cette vision, notre plan stratégique 2008-2012 est fondé sur
les valeurs universelles indivisibles des droits humains, a travers I’ensemble
de nos programmes, projets et actions, concernant la promotion des droits
des populations cibles dont nous avons la charge : les enfants, les femmes,
les personnes en situation de handicap, les personnes agées ainsi que
I’ensemble des personnes en situation de précarité.
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Nous saluons I'initiative du CCDH de tenir cette journée d’étude et de
réflexion sur la mise en ceuvre des dispositions de la Convention
Internationale relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées (CIDPH), en
profitant de la présence d’expertes et d’experts internationaux éminents.
Les exposés, les débats et les travaux des ateliers contribueront en enrichir
la série de forums, conférences et tables rondes que nous avons lancé a
travers le pays en coopération avec le centre national Mohammed VI des
handicapés a 'occasion de la journée nationale des handicapés le 30 mars
dernier et durant tout le mois d’avril dans le cadre du 7eme festival national
des enfants a besoins spécifiques.

Ces débats et cette réflexion sont indispensables pour créer une synergie et
une coopération fructueuse entre différents intervenants: secteurs
gouvernementaux, institutions nationales, collectivités locales et
Associations de la société civile en vue de renforcer nos politiques a I'égard
de la promotion des droits fondamentaux des personnes en situation de
handicap.

Mesdames et Messieurs

Comme vous le savez, le Maroc fait partie désormais des Etats Parties de
cette convention apres avoir déposé les instruments de sa ratification le 8
avril 2009.

Nous sommes fiers de cette ratification sans réserves du Maroc a la
convention et au protocole facultatif relatif a cette convention annoncée
solennellement par Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI, le 10 décembre 2008 a
'occasion du 60eme anniversaire de la Déclaration Universelle des Droits
de 'Homme, ici méme dans cette institution emblématique. Il s’agit la d’une
volonté au plus haut niveau de I’Etat de placer la barre haut pour le respect
des exigences en matiere de droits des personnes handicapées.

Au Ministere du Développement Social de la Famille et de la Solidarité,
nous avons adopté une démarche prospective en langant des le 18 mars 2008
un grand chantier de concertation nationale autour d’un avant projet de loi.

Il s’agit d'un avant projet de loi global et intégré pour le renforcement et la
promotion des droits des personnes en situation de handicap, que nous
avons mené en partenariat et en concertation avec les différents
intervenants : représentants des secteurs gouvernementaux, acteurs
associatifs, experts et élus avec leur participation effective dans les débats
nationaux et régionaux.
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Cette démarche illustre amplement 1’engagement de notre pays sur la voie
de la construction d"une société solidaire fondée sur 1’égalité des chances et
la cohésion sociale.

Si nous avons accueilli avec beaucoup de satisfaction la ratification de cette
convention, nous sommes tout a fait conscients qu’elle nous créé des
obligations treés importantes et des défis que nous sommes déterminés a
relever.

Beaucoup de chemin reste a parcourir pour que le handicap soit accepté
dans le cadre de la diversité humaine qui fait la richesse de I'humanité et
que les personnes handicapées soient appréhendées non pas par le biais de
leurs déficiences, mais par celui de leurs potentialités et de leurs capacités.

Sil’enquéte nationale sur le handicap datant de 2004, fait ressortir un déficit
clair dans les domaines socio-économiques et culturels, il faut souligner que
de grandes réformes levier sont en cours de réalisation qui auront un impact
direct sur la vie des personnes en situation d’handicap : comme le Ramed,
le budget sensible au genre et la mise en ceuvre de la gestion basée sur les
résultats qui améliore l'efficacité des politiques publiques et vise la
réalisation de 1’équité dans le bénéfice des services publics.

La mise en ceuvre des chantiers de l'initiative nationale de développement
humain INDH qui vise la lutte contre les disparités régionales et de genre
par la mise a niveau des infrastructures de base et I'implication de toutes les
composantes de la société, retentit aussi sur 'amélioration de la situation
des personnes défavorisées et vulnérables et particulierement les personnes
en situation d’handicap.

Enfin les réformes récentes du code électoral et de la charte communale ont
introduit la mise en place de commissions consultatives de 1'égalité et de
I'égalité des chances et l'obligation d’élaborer un plan stratégique de
développement communal basé sur 1’approche genre autrement dit qui
tient compte de toutes les spécificités y compris celles des personnes a
besoin spécifique.

Enfin je suis convaincue que 1'ouverture de la gestion communale sur les
femmes permettra une meilleure prise en compte des besoins des personnes
handicapées, car ce sont les femmes en général qui assument les soins et la
prise en charge de ces besoins dans le cadre de la famille.

Mesdames et Messieurs

Je ne parlerai pas de tous les efforts consentis par notre ministere en matiere
de droits des personnes handicapées, dans les différents domaines :
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< de la scolarisation des enfants a besoins spécifiques a travers la
création de classes intégrées ou dans des établissements spécialisés;

< dans le domaine de la formation professionnelle et de I'emploi, que ce
soit dans le secteur a travers 'amélioration de la mise en ceuvre du
quota fixé de 7% ou dans le secteur privé a travers des initiatives
comme celle de la signature de convention notamment dans le
domaine de l'offshoring;

< mais aussi dans le domaine de I'encouragement des activités sportives
a travers 'appui de fédérations sportives et d"associations qui ceuvrent
dans ce domaine;

< dans le domaine culturel également et autres.

Mesdames et Messieurs

Je ne peux gueére abuser du temps qui m’est imparti mais jaimerai
seulement souligner deux dimensions qui caractérisent notre action :

< Le premier concerne notre partenariat stratégique avec les associations
qui accompagnent le Ministere, dans l’aboutissement de ses
programmes et auxquelles le Ministere apporte 1'appui nécessaire a
travers le financement de leurs projets et le renforcement de leurs
capacités, sachant que ces projets concernent véritablement des
services publics délégués.

<« La deuxieme dimension est celle de l'inter-sectorialité qui est
indispensable, car notre mission est certes transversale mais ne saurait
se substituer aux roles des différents secteurs gouvernementaux. C’est
ainsi que nous déployons des stratégies de coordinations
intersectorielles chaque fois que nécessaire par exemple a travers la
convention quadripartite qui regroupe le Ministere de la santé, celui de
I'éducation nationale en plus de la fondation Mohammed V de la
solidarité et le MDSFS en vue de créer 200 classes intégrées par an,
sachant que cet objectif a été dépassé.

Dans la méme démarche et dans la perspective de développer une approche
préventive en matiere d’handicap, le Ministere a élaboré une stratégie
nationale de prévention des handicaps, con¢ue comme un outil
d’intégration et de cohésion de 1’ensemble des programmes et des actions
sectorielles et des initiatives de la société civile. Une telle démarche
contribuera sans doute a optimiser l’action gouvernementale et a renforcer
les liens de partenariat et de coopération entre tous les intervenants en se
basant sur trois approches: 'approche genre, approche territoriale et de
proximité et I’approche droits humains.
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Il est important encore une fois de souligner I'importance de I'indispensable
contribution de tous les partenaires a savoir :

< Les départements gouvernementaux

< Les deux chambres du Parlement

< Les collectivités locales

< Les partis politiques et les syndicats

% Le secteur privé et les associations professionnelles
< L'université et les chercheurs scientifiques

< Les associations des droits humains, du développement ou ceuvrant
dans le domaine de handicap

< Les parents, les tuteurs et les amis des personnes en situation de
handicap

Mesdames et messieurs

A fin de faire avancer les choses d"une maniere plus ordonnée et dans le
cadre de la mise en ceuvre des dispositions de la Convention Internationale
relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées et son protocole facultatif,
en particulier 'article 33 concernant « l’application et le suivi au niveau
national », j’ai I’honneur d’annoncer a travers cette séance d’ouverture de ce
colloque international, que nous allons procédé dans les prochains jours, a
la mise en place d’une entité inter gouvernementale de coordination et de
suivi de la mise en ceuvre de la convention.

Mesdames et messieurs

Avant de conclure je souhaiterai insister sur une dimension également
essentielle et dans laquelle nous avons encore des efforts a accomplir. I
s’agit de la sensibilisation sur les droits des personnes handicapées en vue
de lutter contre les représentations négatives a leur égard.

C’est pourquoi, il impératif de conjuguer nos efforts, Gouvernement,
collectivités locales, associations et forces vives de la nation, pour
développer, dans le cadre d'une démarche participative concertée, de
véritables programmes et outils de sensibilisation au respect de la dignité
humaine de toutes les personnes dans leur diversité, sachant que le
handicap rentre tout a fait dans le cadre de cette diversité de '’humanité qui
fait sa complexité, sa richesse et sa beauté.

Merci pour votre attention
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Lignes directrices des ateliers

THEME 1 : l'aspect normatif de la Convention et de son Protocole
facultatif

< Sa genese et sa plus value par rapport aux autres instruments
internationaux;

% Ses principes et ses obligations générales ;
< Les droits qu’elle garantie et les domaines concernés ;

% Le role de 'ONU et de ses institutions, des Etats, des ONG, des
INDH et des individus vis-a-vis de la Convention ;

< Le role de la coopération internationale pour la réalisation de son
objet et de ses buts.

Objectifs :
% Identifier et analyser les acquis a consolider et les défis a surmonter

< Cadre législatif : Renforcement des législations nationales;
Application effective des lois

O Proposer des axes stratégiques pour :
< Promouvoir la convention et le protocole
< Mise en ceuvre effective
% Suivi de son application

Méthodologie :

Pour chaque atelier, un facilitateur et un rapporteur sont désignés

O Le Facilitateur devra :
< Apres une breve présentation des participants :
< Présenter sommairement les objectifs et la méthodologie de l'atelier
< Animer le débat
<« Faire respecter les temps de parole, en vue d'une équité dans la
participation
+ Finir dans les temps impartis
< Conclut l'atelier avec un bref résume sur les éléments clés
< Finalise avec le Rapporteur le rapport sur l'atelier
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O Le Rapporteur devra :
< Noter la liste des participants (identité et fonction)

< Noter les principales conclusions et constatations relatives au théme
aborde

< Enregistrer les recommandations proposées lors de 'atelier

% A la fin de l'atelier, lire les conclusions et recommandations, sur
demande du facilitateur afin de les valider par les participants

< Rédiger le rapport de 'atelier
< Présenter les conclusions lors de la pléniere

3 - THEME 2 : Les mécanismes de la mise en ceuvre de la Convention et
son Protocole :

< Les modalités de son application au niveau national, par la mise en
place de dispositions concretes permettant une réelle jouissance des
droits.

% La prise en compte de la dimension du handicap dans la conception
et l'application des politiques nationales, d’une maniere
transversale.

< Les mécanismes de garantie, de suivi et de controle de la
Convention et de son Protocole :

¢ Au niveau national : organisme de coordination
gouvernemental, institution consultative indépendante, rapports
étatiques, pétitions individuelles

¢ Au niveau international : la Conférence des Etats parties, le
Comité international de suivi, les enquétes et les rapports.

Objectifs :
+ Identifier les défis a surmonter

< Cadre institutionnel : engagement national ;

O Proposer des axes stratégiques pour :

% Développer une réelle stratégie de protection des PH, basée sur le
respect de la dignité ;

< Mettre en place un mécanisme de la mise en ceuvre de la convention
et du protocole.
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Méthodologie :

Pour chaque atelier, un facilitateur et un rapporteur sont désignés

O Le Facilitateur devra :

< Apres une breve présentation des participants

< Présenter sommairement les objectifs et la méthodologie de l'atelier

< Animer le débat

+ Faire respecter les temps de parole, en vue d'une équité dans la
participation

< Finir dans les temps impartis

< Conclut l'atelier avec un bref résume sur les éléments clés

<+ Finalise avec le Rapporteur le rapport sur atelier

O Le Rapporteur devra :

< Noter les principales conclusions et constatations relatives au theme
aborde

< Enregistrer les recommandations proposées lors de l'atelier
< Noter la liste des participants (identité et fonction)

< A la fin de l'atelier, lire les conclusions et recommandations, sur
demande du facilitateur afin de les valider par les participants

+ Rédiger le rapport de I'atelier
< Présenter les conclusions lors de la pléniere
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Programme

Jeudi, 14 mai
8:30-9:00  Accueil des participants

9:00-9:30 Cérémonie d’ouverture

e Allocution de Monsieur le Président du Conseil Consultatif
des Droits de 'Homme

e Allocution de Monsieur le Ministre de la Justice

e Allocution de Madame la Ministre du Développement Social,
de la Famille et de la Solidarité

e Allocution de Monsieur JEAN-MARC BOIVIN

Responsable de 1'action politique et du plaidoyer a Handicap
International

9:30-9:45 Pause-café
Séance introductive

Président de séance : M. Mahjoub EL HAIBA, Secrétaire
Général du Conseil Consultatif des Droits de 1'Homme

Rapporteur général : M. Mohamed Mustapha RAISSOUNI,
membre du CCDH

Panel I : Dispositions normatives de la Convention

9:45-10:00 Les droits des personnes en situation de handicap dans les
instruments internationaux des droits de 'Homme

Mme. Soumia Amrani, Présidente de 1’Association
PINOCCHIO

10:00-10:15 L’action des Nations Unies et des institutions internationales
dans le domaine des droits des personnes en situation de
handicap
M. Jose DORIA, Secretary a.i. Comité des droits des personnes
handicapées, Bureau du Haut Commissariat aux Droits de
I'Homme

10:15-10:30 Le role des ONG et des INDH dans 'adoption et la mise en
ceuvre de la Convention
M. David LANGTRY, Vice-président de la Commission
Canadienne des Droits de la Personne
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10:30-10:45 La législation nationale relative aux personnes en situation de
handicap et la Convention relative aux droits des personnes
handicapées (CRPD)
M. Abdelmajid MAKNI, Collectif des Droits des Personnes en
Situation de Handicap

10:45-11:15 Débat
Panel II : Mécanismes de mise en ccuvre de la Convention

11:15-11:30 Les mécanismes de mise en ceuvre prévus par la CRPD
M. Mohammed AL-TARAWNEH, Président du Comité des
droits des personnes handicapées

11:30-11:45 L’expérience espagnole concernant la mise en ceuvre de la
Convention
Mme. Ana Peldez NARVAEZ, Directrice des Relations
Internationales de ONCE et membre du Comité des droits des
personnes handicapées

11:45-12:00 L’expérience tunisienne concernant la mise en ceuvre de la
Convention

M. Lotfi Ben LALLAHOM, Directeur Général de I'Institut de
Promotion des Handicapés et membre du Comité des droits
des personnes handicapées

12:00-12:15 La position du Maroc vis-a-vis de la Convention relative aux
droits des personnes handicapées (CRPD)

M. Mohamed EL KHADIRI, membre du CCDH

12:15-13:00 Débat
13:00-15:00 Déjeuner
15:00-16:45 Atelier I: Aspects normatifs de la Convention

Modérateure : Mme. Soumia Amrani, Présidente de
I’ Association PINOCCHIO

Rapporteur : M. Abderrazak ROUWANE, Chef du
Département de la Coopération et des Relations Extérieures au
CCDH

15:00-16:45 Atelier Il : Mécanismes de mise en ceuvre de la Convention

Modérateure : Mme. Ana Peldez NARVAEZ, Directrice des
Relations Internationales de ONCE et membre du Comité des
droits des personnes handicapées
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Rapporteur : M. Bouchaib DOULKIFEL, Chargé de mission
aupres du Président du CCDH

16:45 -17:00 Pause café

Séance de cloture
Président : M. Hammou OUHELLI, membre du CCDH

17:00 -17:20 Restitution des travaux d'ateliers en pléniere
M. Abderrazak ROUWANE, Rapporteur de l'atelier 1
M. Bouchaib DOULKIFEL, Rapporteur de l'atelier 2

17:20 -17:35 Présentation du rapport général
M. Mohamed Mustapha RAISSOUNI, membre du CCDH

17:35-17:45 Mot de cloture de M. le Président du CCDH.
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